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* Reagan Acts to Close Down

STAT

STAT

Aeroﬂot s 2 Offices in U.S.

" By FRANCIS X. CLINES
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Sept. 8 — President
Reagan requested the Civil Aeronau-
tics Board today to close the two
American offices of Aeroflot, the Soviet
airline, and suspend its right to sell
tickets through American carriers.

The action, which the White House
said was ‘‘in response to the brutal and
unprovoked Soviet attack” on the Ko-
rean jetliner last week, will have only
limited effect since Aeroflot’s flights to
this country were suspended last year
and since other foreign carriers might

- still be free to sell Aerofiot tlckets in]

the United States. ... -

‘It certainly costs them in pmnge,"
said the President’s spokesman, Larry
Speakes, in amnouncing the measure as

. part of what he said would be a continu-

ing series of sanctions. ‘It costs them
in the form of foreign exchange,’ -he
added, although the White House had
no estimate of how the carrier’s bus;-
pess might be affected,

“It's hard to imagine a more mini- |-

mal operation,” an Admminstration of-
ficial said privately in gauging the ac-
tion's effect. .

Cﬂticism From Right Grows

The President’s request would in-
clude the expulsion of three Aerofiot
employees, the closing of offices here
and in New York City, and a ban on the
sale of Aeroflot tickets by American

carriers as well as a prohibition on car-

rying passengers on trips that use more

than one airline and that include Aero-| .

flot destinations.

The President’s actmn, which Ad-
ministration officials expect the C.A.B.
to put into effect Monday, was an-
nounced as Mr. Reagan came under in-
creasing criticism from some of his

" Jongtime conservative supporters.

These supporters contend he has not
taken strong enough reaction to the in-
cident in which 269 people, inc]uding 61
Americans, lost their lives,

Mr. Speakes denied that the moves
against Aerofiot ,were in response to
such criticism. "rmsismnoway are
sponse,” he said. .~

I couldn’t charactenze it as mean-
ingless;” be added in’' response to a
question at the White .House. While
other foreign carriersmight still be

free to book Americans for Aeroflot-

the Administration hoped to see other
nations join in the sanction. Canada has
already suspended Aerofiot flights. -
Mr. Speakes emphasized that the
measure had been under consideration
and awaiting action ‘while technical

.questions were resoived. Other meas-

ures will follow, he said, that are de-’
pendent on disc_:ussions with the allies.

He repeated that no consideration was )

being given in the Administration for
the alteration of arms control propos-
als or the recent wheat sa.le agreemem
mth the Russians. - -

Missiie Test Is Dlsemmted

In commenting on the continuing
controversy over the airliner, which
Russian officials contend was on an -
American espionage -mission over
Soviet bases, Mr. Speakes alluded
bneﬂytoreports that Russian military
technicians had been trying a missile
test before t.be mrlinerwas downed.

“I've seen thoseprws reports which .

1 don't doubt,” he responded. He de-.

clined to elaborate, saying further de- .

tails might compronnse ‘ixmelhgence
capabilities.” .

ADp Administration- mtelhgence offi-
cial, requesting anonymity, said later, -
bowever, that a Russian missile test
couldnmhavebematactorinthem-
dent.

Reagan Will Be at Service _
Mr. Spealis, when questioned aboart -

legal American intelligence flights in
international waters near the Soviet -

bases, said, in reference to strategic

arms limitation agreements, ‘“We rvu-{-

tinely . have reconnaissance missions
and one of their major roles is to moni-
tor for potential violations of the SALT
agreements.” He dec.hned 'to elabo-
rate. ‘. .

Sorhe potentml domsuc polit‘xul di-
mensions of the incident have become
clearer in recent days with such con-
servative spokesman as Ricbard A. Vi-
guerie, publisher of Conservative Di-
gest, contending the President had
“walked away from the town bully
‘without drawing his gun." -
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connections in other countries, he said -
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